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First off we wanna thank Steve Ripping Thrash for 
asking us to join in on this here omnibus zine, it’s a 
real honor. 

For those of you who read issue one of Domd know 
that we said to have a minimum of two interviews in 
each zine and also shine the light on a band we feel 
isn’t getting enough attention now that they’re not 
around anymore. Or simply one we like a lot. But 
since this zine is a bit different we’ve had to break 
our promise already with this issue. We figured it'd 
be ok since it’s just half, or even less, the amount of 
pages from what a usual issue will include. So no 
“Gone, but not forgotten” section in this issue, and 
still no reviews. Visit our website or pick up our first 
issue for more info on that. 


When it comes to advertisement we don't charge 
any money, but we fully decide on which sent in ads 
we'll use. If we don’t print your ad it doesn’t neces- 
sarily mean that we don't like your band or label or 
whatever, it can just be that it came to late or we felt 
another ad suited the issue in question more. And 
we still rather print an ad for a zine over one sent in 
from a label or band, just so you know. 


If there are any questions, desires to buy our other 
available issues (#1 should still be), or any other 


reason why you wish to contact us 
- use on 
two addresses below. ee 


oe aaa looking for people who are interested in 
rrying this zine in their mailorder so write f 

or wholesale prices. a 
We are also very interested in hearing what you think 
of Démd, both good and bad, so please get in touch. 


We hope you'll enjoy this and the other zines in here. 


Sonny Stark, Sunnanvag 6 O, 222 26 Lund, Sweden 
www.riseandsubvert.net - sonny@massmord.net 


Mathias Krogh, Edgrensg. 27,671 50 Arvika, Sweden 
www.attackfanzine.net - info@attackfanzine.net 


WHAT GOES AROUND, 


COMES AROUND! 


—_— 


With influences drawn from classic Swedish 
raw hardcore and the members own experienc- 
es in said style the two 7’s from Kvoteringen 
has blown me away over and over again. 
Harsh, hard, loud and noisy - it’s everything 
anyone with a slight craving for rapunk is af- 
ter. If | didn’t know it | probably wouldn’t have 
guessed this was recorded recently. 

Questions by Krogh and answers by Larre 
Thrash in July 2006. 


When did the idea of forming Kvoteringen 
come about? | know at least two of you al- 
ready have a pretty hectic schedule — does 
this make it hard to find the time to rehearse 
and record with the band? 

It was around 2004 or something. We had some 
time off from our other bands, and thought it 
would be fun to do something. Nothing com- 
plicated, just a simple recording...write some 
short but still good lyrics. No there’s no prob- 
lems with rehearsals or recordings. A recording 
mostly takes just 2-4 hours, so there is always 
time really. 


Why did you choose the name Kvoterin- 
gen? Tell the non-Swedish readers what it 
means. 

Well... tough one...but in this case it’s some- 
thing like “a restricted area/section where only 
a few people are allowed to be”. 


This might bring home the price for the most 
stupid question ever, but whatever. Larre 
— what’s the biggest difference between 
playing in Millencolin compared to Kvoter- 
ingen? Pros and cons of each band? 

It’s a big difference since Millencolin is what | do 
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for a living. | love music and it’s a huge part of 
my life so of course | love playing in both bands 
and it’s really great to have this. 

| really love the spontaneity we have in Kvoter- 
ingen, that’s the biggest difference | guess. At 
the same time it’s cool to be in Millencolin which 
have been something we've done fulltime since 
1994 (started 1992) and I’m proud to have been 
a part of what we've created through these 
years. It’s been a crazy ride. | see no negative 
parts in any of these bands. 


Since you make a living from playing music 
Larre, what are your thoughts on download- 
ing? It’s getting more and more spread out 
and it seems even some smaller bedroom- 
ran labels etc. are beginning to see some ef- 
fects now, but I’m guessing it still effects a 
band like Millencolin more? 

I'm a fan of records and love buying the actual 
record - you know look at the cover, read the 
stuff in there, check out artwork and everything. 
| guess | buy 75-100 CDs/LPs a year but of 
course | understand that there are new times 
and things are changing. It’s cool to have a 
bunch of songs available, we always have that 
and I've found out about lots of bands through 
internet but | guess it would be hard to be a 
band and tour and not make anything from sold 
records and stuff. 

It's not just the artist that gets affected, it’s also 
the recording studios, record labels, mastering 
studios etc. Burning Heart Records for exam- 
ple, they used to be 13 people working there, 
now it’s 3 and soon just 1. 


Do you have any grand plan for Kvoterin- 


Roffarens Marknad 7”, Vidrig M Maskinell Framfart 7”, upcoming split 7” with Pisschrist 


id gen? Perhaps it’s just a band that records a 
sd 7” once ina while, or will you go touring and 
+4 stuff like that? Have you gotten any offers to 
@| do gigs and tours yet? 

4} The plan for the nearest future is to record 8 
} new songs. When these are recorded a full- 
| length CD containing these 8 plus both the 7” 
“J inches will be released. Terrdtten Records in 
Brazil will release this as well. No other plans 
besides this really... 

es We have received a bunch of gig offers, we'll 
see what happens. | guess there will be some 
shows in the future. 


J You have an upcoming split 7” with Piss- 
%4 christ on Endless Blockades out of Austra- 
lia, should be a rager. Are those tracks from 
the same recording as “Vidrig Maskinell 
Framfart” or are you recording again soon 
£1 and maybe for more stuff than the split? 
Fuck yeah, it will be a great. Both bands will 
have 3 songs. We have two new ones which we 
recorded a while after the “Vidrig Maskinell...”- 
session and one song from the first 7” (“Rof- 
farens Marknad”). 
i One of the new ones is really fast and the other 
“ga New one is a raw as fuck mid tempo punk song. 
Haven't heard the Pisschrist songs yet but I’m 
¥] sure it will be awesome, they're great and really 
nice people. 


Musically | would place you somewhere be- 
tween Mob 47 and Totalitar, where do you 
find your influences? Do all of the members 
in the band contribute to the song writing or 
4 how does that work? 

if Mob 47 is king! We just like the Swedish/Finish/ 
Japanese old school stuff so | guess it's where 
we get some influences. 

Jallo’s been writing stuff like this for a long time 
so he knows what he’s doing. 

It's me and Jallo writing all the songs and lyr- 
ics. 


What do you think about all this “ex- and 
current members of” thing? I’m guessing 
Kvoteringen gets a lot of that 
in reviews and stuff see- 

ing as you could be 
compared to, for 
instance, 
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Totalitar and the fact that Jallo plays there 
(among other similar bands). Is this some- 
thing you find bothering, helpful to spread 
the records, or don’t you care at all? 

| don’t mind that, it’s totally ok. Totalitar is a great 
band so to me it’s great to be compared to that 
stuff. | guess it’s easier for a label to sell their 
records if they name drop bands, members and 
stuff. 

| think it’s easier for people to figure out what 
type of music/band it is. 


How did you come in contact with Brazil- 
ian label Terrdétten? | was surprised at first 
to hear about a new Swedish rapunk band 
through a label in Brazil and not through a 
demo or something. 

| guess we just recorded a bunch of songs and 
then | (Larre) sat down and contacted some 
labels | thought would be right for us. Terrét- 
ten and some others got back but we chose 
Terrdtten and it was definitely the right thing to 
do because Renan/Terrdtten is great and a “no- 
problem-guy”. We know he likes our band and 
that’s a good thing. 


In these days of more and more bands doing 
an LP as their first release you stick with the 
7” format. Is this intentionally or did it just 
happen to be this way? Have you gotten any 
offers on doing an LP? 

| guess we decided to do a 7” first since we re- 
corded the songs before we knew who would 
put it out. We like the 7” and feel it’s a good for- 
mat for us. We will, as we said in another ques- 
tion record a bunch of new songs and put those 
and all the 7”, splits and stuff on a CD later this 
year/early next. 


So it will be all released stuff on this CD 
then? 

No it will be 8-10 new songs 
on there too. 


Many of the lyrics are 
about environmental 
issues and you have 
a song title that 
sums it all up in 
“Ekologi vs. eko- 
nomi”. Is_ this 

a topic you 
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think is lost in punk lyrics of today? 

Yes, they are all pretty much about environmen- 
tal issues, that is what we wanna write about. | 
don’t think it’s lost in punk lyrics, bands have 
always written about these things. But we want 
to write the lyrics our way, they are more direct 
with a Kvoteringen twist on them. 


| personally like those lyrics very much since 
it’s something that the common man/woman 
actually can do something about, even if it 
is in a smaller scale. Recycle, drive less, eat 
vegetarian/vegan, etc. It’s harder to directly 
effect wars, governmental oppression, and 
stuff like that. Is that one of the reasons you 
wanna write these kinds of lyrics? 
Absolutely. We’re no poets but it feels good to 
write about stuff you are really interested in or 
angry about. 


The Swedish elections are coming up this 
fall and more and more reports are com- 
ing in that both young and old people are 
getting more and more interested in the 
far right (nationalists, racists, etc). Seeing 
they won some ground in the last elections 
things could get ugly this time. Not that I 
think they’ll be in power in a few months or 
anything but even one vote is one vote too 
many. How is it in your area, are you notic- 
ing any increasing numbers of these people 
and what are your thoughts about them ac- 
tually getting votes enough to have a say in 
things? 

| guess there are some people who’s voting that 
way but | don’t think they are that many here. 
A normal person vote left otherwise you don’t 
care about people. 


After this short excursion from the music 
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we’ll get back to that. There seems to be a 
healthy music scene in Orebro with several 
varied bands and labels. Perhaps not too 
many raw punk bands though, but still. How 
would you describe the Orebro scene? 

| don’t know if | would describe it as a scene. 
There are many bands around, great bands and 
| think we’re quite open minded here because 
sometimes it seems like it doesn’t matter what 
gig/music that are in town people go there any- 
way just to enjoy some beers and great music. 

I guess you're right about that there aren't that 
many raw punk bands here, | guess it’s us and 
Krigshot. Genocide Super Stars were great 
when they were around before Mieszko’s tragic 
death. 


Alright, | think this is the end of it. Give your 
shout-outs and let us know whatever impor- 
tant info | have missed to 

ask about. 

Thanks a lot for making this 

interview. 

Keep your eyes open for 

the upcoming split and 

later the CD. 

Also check out our 

MySpace site for some 

music and news 

about Kvoterin- 

gen. Cheers! 
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If voting would change anything it would be 
illegal? By Krogh 


The Swedish elections are coming up this fall 
and all the parties are starting to tell their ideas 
to the nation through TV, radio, newspapers, 
billboards, and any other place that they can 
find. They’re all pretty much saying the same 
thing no matter if they’re left or right, with a few 
exceptions: some are straight up racist, some 
care more about the environment, and some are 
feminist. Well, all the parties claim to be feminist, 
care about the environment, and dislike racism 
- but we’re all aware of the real story there. 
Voting or not voting has always been in conflict 
for me. I’ve done both. When | turned 18 | took 
a stand and didn’t vote. After a couple of years 
| was beginning to doubt that not voting really 
is taking a stand or not so after four years and 
it was time again | decided to vote this time. | 
don’t care much for the two big parties (So- 
cialdemokraterna on the “left” and Moderaterna 
on the right) or any of the smaller parties in the 
middle all kissing the ass of Moderaterna. | cer- 
tainly don’t care about the ones on the far right 
and | don’t think those on the left really know 
what they want collectively. And if | didn’t take 
in to count all the really small parties | was left 
with one choice: Milj6partiet (milj6 = environ- 
ment), and in my opinion | could have done a 
lot worse. | care about the environment, | think 
we should respect animals and our earth. | know 
many within this party talk the talk but hardly 
walk the walk and this was something | had to 
take into consideration. But in the end | chose 
to vote green due to two factors really: 1) caring 
about the environment is something | can relate 
to and 2) if Milj6partiet aren't represented any- 
where none of the other parties needs to give a 
shit about this issue. There’s also a third factor in 
here that makes me kinda favor Milj6partiet over 
others and that is that they have the only politi- 
cian | have ever heard not bullshitting, namely 
Gustav Fridolin. He’s young, he’s angry at how 
many politicians act, and he was even jailed in 
Israel for a while after being there protesting. 
Sure, he’ll most likely be corrupted by power 
eventually (if he isn’t already) but | can hope 
can't I? | didn’t know too much about him in the 
last elections, but he is now someone | can think 
of like a breath of fresh air in the world of politics. 
But he might just as well be better at fooling the 
public than others. 


This year I’m once again faced with the dilemma 
of voting. I’m more fed up with the whole deal of 
the politicians using more energy on shit talking 
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their opponents than letting us know what they 
stand for than I’ve ever been, so | wonder why | 
should bother to vote. It’s all talk really, none o 
the “good” things they say they'll do comes into 
effect. Still, the environment is close to my heart 
so | could go by that reasoning again. On the 
other hand it seems as Moderaterna and their 
allies could actually win it this time and | don’ 
want that. | know Socialdemokraterna aren’ 
very different, but they are still better than the 
right. But is it really ok to vote for the lesser o 
two evils? | guess it sometimes is, and some- 
times isn't. 

The main reason | don’t want the allied-right to 
win is because of this “unemployed = shit” thing 
they’re currently advocating. In short they want 
to put a system in use where people who are un- 
employed should get lesser money if they stay 
unemployed after a certain period of time as a 
punishment for them not finding a job. While the 
ones who do get a job/have a job should receive 
a tax-cut as a sort of reward. This is in my ears 
completely fucked up and reasons enough to try 
and do my part so that they won't be in power for 
the next four years. 

On the other hand Socialdemokraterna are 
slowly moving more and more towards a state 
where we have more surveillance cameras and 
more power to the cops so and other things 
scarily close to a police state. | doubt the right 
has anything against this and they will probably 
speed it up even more, but it still shows that the 
“left” isn’t any better than the right. So what I’m 
torn between right now is the following: do what 
| can to keep the right from the power, do what | 
can to keep environmental issues discussed, or 
simply say “fuck it!” | honestly don’t know right 
now. 

There’s another factor that needs to be consid- 
ered as well. In the last election we saw both 
the outspoken, and the denying, racist parties 
winning ground. In several places they got a 
seat locally, including my hometown. I’m sure 
they won't get votes enough to actually change 
anything, but still they could go from one to two, 
or even more, seats and that’s definitely not a 
good thing. 


| will probably never know what to do as long as 
politics are about what they are today. Their way 
of doing most things disgust me, and that goes 
for Milj6partiet too. 

If | don’t vote | in a way show my disbelief in 
the parties and their ideas. But if | do vote for a 
smaller party | show the bigger ones that they 
don’t offer what I’m looking for. But do they care? 
The reason the sitting party are so devastated 
about low numbers of voters are because this 
often means that people are fed up with them 
and might vote them out of power. Then they 
start with all their speeches about the impor- 
tance of voting, their empty promises, lies, and 
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whatnot... They’re all the same: a big machinery 
to get power, only they go about it in slightly dif- 
ferent ways. 

If | vote for a bigger party | might keep the obvi- 
ous idiots out of power, but | really don’t take a 
stand, as they who keep their position can just 
lean back and enjoy their power. 

| guess | will decide on the day if | care enough 
to get down there and cast my vote. 


Too much time? By Sonny 


*We are lucky to be involved in the punk scene” 
a friend of mine said when we were talking about 
touring, and | agree. Would we have been able 
to go on tour whenever we liked if we were 
struggling to "make it” in the capitalistic music 
industry? Would we been able to get all the help 
needed to book a tour without an expensive 
booking agency? Being on tour is probably the 
greatest thing you can do as a band. You get to 
see so many things and with each day you grow, 
both as a person and as a group of friends. Now 
when I’m back from the tour | feel that I’m rich 
on impressions and experiences that | couldn’t 
have get any other way. 

It’s kind of funny cause when you are on tour you 
have all the time in the world to think about all 
kinds of things and maybe, just maybe, you think 
too much sometimes. But some of the things | 
thought about a lot was all related to the punk 
scene in one way or another. 

The one thing | though about the most must 
have been all the cool squats and the great 
people living there. What an effort they must 
have made getting the house in the first place. 
| really admire the thought of getting together 
to create a space where you have total control 
over your own life with no interruptions whatso- 
ever from the forces in the society that keeps 
us from working together, that keeps us from 
trying to achieve our dreams — dreams of a bet- 
ter life. So far so good, but what happens when 
you have the squat? What happens when you 
have all that freedom you where striving for? | 
don’t want to generalize cause | know that most 
of the squatters are committed and hard working 
people, but | have seen the dark side of it as 
well and that side made me really...well...disap- 
pointed. | might be way out of it here, | don’t re- 
ally know if they are a part of the group of people 
who work with the squats but they are still there 
— the people who just don’t seem to give a shit 
about anything except drugs and being drunk 
24/7. What's the fucking point? Have you fought 
all this time for a place where you can live in 
your own community just to be able to drink and 
be wasted all the time? As | said before, this is 
just my point of view and I’m not sure if this is 


really the case but at some places we went to 
on this tour this was a common sight and that 
kind of brought me down. The same thing goes 
for the actual houses too. A lot of them are in 
very bad shape from not taking care of them. It 
should be in everyone’s interest to look after a 
squat where you can hangout or whatever. 

If | had access to a place like that | would prob- 
ably do anything | could to keep it and to main- 
tain it. 

It was just so sad to see all these great place 
falling apart. | feel even more for this issue now 
when it’s definite that Ungdomshuset in Copen- 
hagen, Denmark is being evicted after years and 
years of struggle and problems with all kinds of 
institutions. As I’m writing this the activists and 
all the people who traveled there to help out 
with the squat have barricaded themselves in 
Ungdomshuset and are waiting for the police to 
storm the place. 

Since this Monday there have been groups of 
activists attacking police cars, banks etc in soli- 
darity with Ungdomshuset which shows that a 
lot people wants to keep this place and it’s up to 
the people in charge to wake up and realize that 
they are making a huge mistake by evicting Un- 
gdomshuset and if they won't wake up they will 
have hell to pay. | can only hope that the people 
at Ungdomshuset will put up a good fight and 
win... that’s what | really wish for. Ungdomshuset 
in Copenhagen is such an important place for so 
many people. 

If you want to read about what's going on or if 
you are interested in the history of the squat you 
visit www.ungeren.dk. 

My point is that do we have to wait for an evic- 
ion before we are prepared to show any com- 
mitment to the local squat/venues? | have never 
lived in a town where there is an active squat so 
in a way | have no clue about this...but I’ve been 
o a lot of squats and as | see it, it is the first im- 
pression that counts when it comes to neighbors 
‘o the squat or people who maybe get affected 
by it in some way or another. They are the ones 
who really can bring a squat down. This isn’t 
he case with Ungeren though, this is just some 
houghts | had on tour and maybe, as | told you 
in the beginning of this column, | had to much 
ime to think. You tell me. 


Lies feed the machine came out of nowhere and 
blew me away both with their music and their 
great personalities. | had the privilege to see 
them live and hang out with them when I was on 
tour with my band this summer so this interview 
felt like a natural thing to do. 

| also wanted to spread the word about this great 
band cause they will do a lot of shows and tours 
now so go and catch them live if you can, they are 
really worth it. -Sonny 


How are things in Berlin? Let’s start with the 
usual who-does-what, shall we? 

Alexander: Things are going pretty good around 
here. We’re all really busy in getting ready for our 
upcoming tour. | just realized a week ago that | 
ain’t got a valid ID because mine was outdated, 
so | had to get a provisional one... Which was a 
chore because | was really afraid of having to pay 
a penalty because the id was outdated more than 
half a year, which is totally illegal in Germany. 
People told me creepy stories of people who had 
to pay 600 € because they got caught with an 
outdated ID... But the woman that gave me the 
provisional one didn’t care at all, so | guess | was 
really lucky. 

But back to your question, LFTM is four people: 
Martin: Bass, Carl: Vocals + Guitar, Alex: Drums, 
and me on guitar and vocals. 


Carl: | just got fired from work, cause Alex and 
another friend showed up there and used one of 
the computers, and | guess they didn’t think that 
was so cool. So they fired me, and now I’m free 
to tour! We also just printed our first silk-screened 
shirts and that worked out really great. And now 
we’re working on some patches, and also some 
shirts for our tour-mates M.V.D.... 


Lies Feed the Machine is a quite new band, 
when did you start and what’s the story be- 
hind it? | know that some of you where in a 
band called Room 101 before this, is Lies feed 
the machine a natural step from Room 101 for 
you guys? 

Alexander: Actually, it was only me who played 
in Room101 before... | wouldn’t say it was some- 
thing like a natural step... but on the other hand... 


there were like tons of riffs and ideas that | was 
trying to bring into Room101 that the people | 
played with then didn’t want to play. Those were 
the kind of ideas | bring into this new band a lot. 
LFTM is more like the music | listen to myself a 
lot. So maybe it was kind of predestined that the 
next band | would play in, after Room1071 split up, 
would be a band like this. Plus, | really had to 
fill what the end of Room101 took from my life: 
coming around a lot, meeting the best people 
in the world, making friends and share ideas... | 
mean you can do all those things without a band 
as well, but it’s so much easier with actually hav- 
ing one. 


Carl: Actually, Room101 sounds very different 
from what we are doing with Lies Feed the Ma- 
chine. I’m glad however that Alex is still writing 
some pretty good lyrics, as he did in Room101. 
The band was actually “decided upon” about a 
year and a half ago. Alex and our first drummer 
Martin had wanted to start a band when Alex 
moved to Berlin, and they asked me if | wanted to 
join. We wrote a few songs as a three-piece, and 
then Martin joined us on bass. After writing songs 
for a few months and playing two shows, Martin 
(drums) decided to quit the band, to be able to 
focus more on other projects. Now we have an- 
other drummer, also named Alex. 


So far you’ve only released a 4-track demo 
so | guess you are pretty much unknown so 
could you maybe describe the kind of music 
you play? What are your main influences? 
Alexander: | always have a hard time in describ- 
ing the music of the bands | play in, but I'll do 
my best... We play melodic modern crust/HC in 
the vein of bands like Ekkaia, From Ashes Rise 
and so on. For me, the bands of that kind are my 
major influences. | got to love the style of bands 
playing dark and apocalyptic hardcore/punk with 
bands like Antisect and The Mob. There were 
dozens of bands that “influenced” me in a way 
that they made me wanting to play music on my 
own. For instance when | first listened to Cathar- 
sis’ “Arsonists Prayer” | was so strengthened and 
inspired that | felt like | could basically do every- 
thing including doing music. Certain music always 
gets me in this restless mood to create something 
similar on my own and with my friends, which is 
indeed what drives me to play in a band. 


Carl: | think the music we play is pretty much the 
common denominator of the music each band 
member listens to. We all like driven music with a 
touch of melody, so that’s basically what we want 
to play. 


Do you have any releases planned in the near 
future? How does it work when you guys 
write new songs? Do you have one person 
doing most of the writing or are you writing 
them all together? 

Alexander: We don’t have any actual releases 
planned. We have ambitions to go into a studio 
and to release a single or something but it’s not 
like... scheduled. The process of writing songs 
usually takes place in our rehearsal room, | re- 
ally love the atmosphere of creating something 
together, and plus | think the music really benefits 
from the fact that its made “out of the stomach”. 
Until know, | have done all of the lyrics, except 
one song which was written by our former drum- 
mer. But the music gets basically written by ev- 
eryone in the band. 


Carl: It took us a while to figure out how we could 
write music the best. And | think the way it is now 
is really the best. We just kind of build songs from 
an initial idea, and go from there, just adding 
whatever fits. | think it comes quite naturally this 
way, rather than coming up with riffs and song 
structures at home. 


Now, you have some touring to look forward 
to right now, right? Are there any plans for 
touring outside Germany at this point? 
Alexander: As | mentioned before, we will go 
on tour in the beginning of September 2006 with 
M.V.D.. There will be 3 gigs outside of Germany 
in Holland and Switzerland. In November 2006 
we will most likely go on tour with Guantanamo 
Bay from Sweden (I think you must know them), 
but we just agreed to join in, so we don’t know 
yet where this tour is going to take us. And then 
we would be glad to come to Scandinavia next 
year... 


Carl: We’re all pretty excited about the idea of 
going to Scandinavia next year, and pretty much 
everywhere else, also! We’re lucky to be in a 
band in which everyone is really into the idea of 
touring a lot, and getting to new places with our 
music. 


Do you think that there will be any problems 
to tour without a record released? It often 
feels like people are not interested in going 
to shows to see bands they’ve never heard of 
instead of maybe go to shows to support the 
local scene and perhaps discover a new band 
that totally blow your mind. 

Alexander: Yeah, probably that will be a problem, 
but on the other hand, the alternative would be to 
wait until we mange to release something. And, 
since we have the possibility to tour right now, 
we were just like ... fuck it, its going to be great 
anyway. What you point out is right, | think that 
people rather go to shows of bands they heard of 
before than to unknown ones. But | guess that is 
something you can’t change and besides | think 


that | act in the same way: There are shitloads 
of concerts taking place in Berlin and at some 
point | gotta decide where to go and where not, 
so | usually end up going to the shows of bands 
| knew before... 


Carl: But its also true that people tend to be hesi- 
tant of buying records of bands that they haven't 
heard or seen before. So | think it’s also good 
to play a few shows before releasing something. 
For us, it just happens to be luck that we’re able 
to go on tour right away. And besides, we'll be 
touring with M.V.D. who are pretty well known, 
so | think we won't have a problem finding an au- 
dience, even though our music is quite different 
from theirs. 


Since Berlin is a really big city, is it hard to 
find places to practice? Is it hard to find a 
good place to record for a good price? 

Alexander: We had a little bit of hard time to find 
a rehearsal place. | mean there actually are a lot 
but they tend to be really expensive altogether. 
The best option is to share a practice room with 
two or three bands so it won’t be as expensive, 
which is actually what we’re doing right now. You 
can also go to a place called “Noisy Rooms” 
where you can rent a room by hours. Some 
friends of mine do that with their band because 
they lack a rehearsal room, but it’s really shitty 


since the amps and the drum kits and all the stuff 
they have at those rooms are really fucking crap- 
py and plus it’s really expensive. | guess we have 
been kind of lucky, we practice in the basement of 
a former squat called “Tommy-Weisbecker Haus” 
and the room is cheap and dirty, as we like it. 
| don’t actually know a lot of recording studios 
in Berlin. There’s one in which we recorded a 
song with Room101, but that was a special deal 
because a friend of us is friends with the owner 
who was on vacation so we could basically re- 
cord for free there. There was a really good place 
to record in the town where | used to live in, in 
eastern Germany. Room101 recorded both of 
the records there, it was pretty cheap as well so 
maybe we'll go to that place when we’re going to 
record something. 


Carl: We haven't really been looking into dif- 
ferent studios yet, so pretty much we're without 
a clue about that right now. But | think that the 
price will be the most important factor for us right 
now. So maybe we'll record the tracks in a rather 
cheap studio, and have a friend of ours master 
it. But like | said, we really don’t know right now. 
Concerning rehearsal rooms: Our drummer has 
another band that rehearses in a building in east- 
ern Berlin, where the entire building is filled with 
rehearsal spaces. But they pay about as much as 
you would for an apartment, so it’s definitely ex- 
pensive. So | think that’s true about Berlin being 
such a big city, cause their are so many bands. 
In the small town where I’m from, my band had a 
rehearsal room that was sponsored by the youth 
center, in which we couldn't only practice for free, 
but they even gave us money regularly to buy 
equipment. It’s not that easy in Berlin. 


Germany sure has some really great bands 
and labels but what’s the scene really like? | 
get the feeling that a lot of squats and ven- 
ues are shutting down or being forced to shut 
down. 

Alexander: Indeed you can see that more and 
more squats or free spaces get evicted or shut 
down. In Germany there are barely any “real” 
squats left. Most of the “known” squats are legal- 
ized, which means that they have some sort of 


contracts with the owners or the city and some 
of them pay rent. To me it is an issue of the poli- 
tics of isolation that social centers such as squats 
etc. oppose. Because the more people are able 
to gather and hang out to have a nice time, in- 
form themselves about certain issues or just 
party beyond the conditioned inertia they're sup- 
posed to have, the more the politics of keeping 
people isolated from each other fail. And, living 
in a capitalist system, isolation must be referred 
to as a means to keep people in their role of non- 
complaining, hard-working sheep. So the eviction 
of squats etc. is legitimate in the logic of capi- 
talism. So it will happen more and more as this 
disease spreads itself into every part of our lives. 
Concerning the scene, | think its the same thing 
as everywhere: the people who make the efforts 
and who organize stuff are always too few while 
the crowd of simple consumers grows bigger and 
bigger. But on the other hand | keep on meeting 
new and young people with really good ideas and 
sincere ambitions. | guess that’s just the circuit 
these things run in: new people come, old people 
go. But generally | think the scene is ok in Ger- 
many, | mean there’s always critique on certain 
issues, which is really important in my opinion. 
Like, for instance that the scene here is really men 
- dominated, or that people (99% of them male) 
tend to behave like shit on concerts, get pissed 
and harass other people. Or that some folks just 
don’t respect the wishes of the people who run 
the venue that they're in and start to wreck things 
or fuck shit up in the neighborhood... But | think 


every punk/HC whatever scene has got to deal 
with those problems, and from everything that 
| hear from people from somewhere else in the 
world, | think we gotta be happy with what we 
have. But that also implies to actually take care 
of a scene and to take part and to make things 
continue in a good and genuine way. 


Carl: | believe that most things in Germany gen- 
erally are going down the drain, concerning social 
issues. So of course things like squats are also 
“endangered” by the trend of making things less 
social, and more commercial. I’m afraid that soon 
it will be similar to the USA, where it is extremely 
hard to find venues to do shows in, that are able 
comply with the necessary standards. But we’re 
not quite there yet, in Germany. 


In Germany you have this law, Hartz IV, which 
basically means that if you are unemployed 
you have to take a so called 1-Euro-job if 
you want to get your unemployment money 
or welfare money. | know that this law has 
caused a very strong reaction in Germany 
but some people I’ve been talking to turned 
out to be positive to this law. What are your 
thoughts on this? 

Alexander: | think the main reason why people 
you talked to had a positive attitude to that law 
is that for people like us (“us”: not having very 
high living standards, never had much money...) 
it was good in a way that they got more money 
han before. Despite the fucking 1 Euro job thing, 
but that really depends on the employee at the 
job agency that is working on your case, some 
people are really lucky and never have to do any- 
hing and some people get a 1 Euro job after a 
week or something. The strong reactions came 
rom people in totally different living situations, 
like people with family and some mouths to feed, 
because for them it was really shitty. But in the 
end the protest got nowhere, people got tired of 
hem, the law was passed and nobody did care 
anymore. | actually was very unsure whether or 
not | am happy with the huge amounts of people 
going on the streets and protest because there 
was a very strong national feeling in the crowd. 
| have been to quite a few of those so called 
“Monday Marches” and there where always a 
lot of neo-nazis there. At one of them there was 
actually a fight between us and some nazi-hooli- 
gans who just went to the march to get in trouble 
with us. Another day on one of these Monday 
marches we spotted three nazis in the crowd, just 
among the ordinary people carrying a banner, so 
we went there and took the banner and tried to 
remove them from the demonstration. And after a 
minute of pushing them around the crowd around 
us started to yell: “We are the people”, “Leave 
them alone”, “We’re all in this together”, “Get the 
fuck away”, and similar bullshit to us. | got so 
pissed off in that situation that | just went away 
and thought: “Well, if this is THE PEOPLE then 


fucking count me out”. The nazis loved it and felt 
even more comfortable in the crowd of ignorant 
morons than before... 


Carl: | was actually working one of those 1 Euro 
jobs that | just got fired from. The thing is that 
those jobs were just created as a way to keep 
people busy who get unemployment money. 
These jobs are usually completely useless, like 
my job that kept me in front of a computer screen 
for 6 hours a day, doing meaningless tasks every 
once in a while. What’s going on with Hartz-IV is 
also a very disturbing issue. They are now plan- 
ning to make people responsible for their entire 
family, if they are unemployed. That means, if | 
had a job, | would be required to support my fa- 
ther financially if he is unemployed. If this law is 
passed, it will create a vicious cycle of poverty, 
from which it will be extremely hard to get out. 
Those who come from families’ stable working 
positions will have nothing to worry about, while 
those who come from areas in which unemploy- 
ment is very prominent will never be able to get 
out of it. This goes hand in hand with the reforms 
to the school system, in which students are now 
required to pay for an education at universities. 
The poor are kept trapped in their situations this 
way, without an equal chance. 


Just to bring some attention to all the new 
bands in Germany that people haven’t heard 
off, could you recommend 5 new bands? 
Alexander: Ok here we go: Cave Canem, SKR8, 
November 13th, Grube und Pendel, Total Verlust. 
Not all of them are really new but definitely worth 
checking out. 


I guess that’s it guys. Thanx a lot for the inter- 
view and | wish you good luck with the tour 
and everything. Is there anything you would 
like to add, feel free to do so. 

Carl: Thanks for the interview Sonny! Anyone 
who is interested in our music, or if you want to 
read some lyrics you can go to our website. 

We hope to be seeing a lot of Swedes and other 
Scandinavians on tour next year! 


Alexander: Yeah, thousand thanks for your ef- 
forts. And sorry for the delays in answering... We 
hope to see you pretty soon. 
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